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“We are complicit in a human tragedy of huge
proportions. Support 400 million R and show that
you care.”

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu

“By working together, we can challenge 
negative attitudes and ensure that ‘equality’
becomes reality.”

Yohei Sasakawa
Chairman, The Nippon Foundation



400 mmillion RR 
Using creative communications to challenge discrimination against disabled
people in the developing world.

What does the ‘400 million’ figure represent?
The estimated number of disabled people living in developing countries. The biggest
definable disadvantaged group of people in the world. The ppoorest oof tthe ppoor.
There are at lleast 400 million disabled people living in the developing world. If they all
lived together in the same place, they would make up the third llargest country on Earth.
A country around the size of the European Union. It would be the least eeducated country;
with the highest rate of infant mmortality; limited access to health ccare and HIV/AIDS
programmes; few employment oopportunities and restricted access to democratic
processes. Without doubt, it would be the poorest country in the world.
Disabled people are the most threatened, vulnerable and excluded people on Earth. They
are the unseen and most susceptible victims of poverty, famine, war, disease and natural
disasters. Often ostracised and excluded by their own communities, they face a
precarious existence and a shortened life span, trapped in the cycle of poverty. 

What does the 'R' stand for?
- RRights, Respect, Rehabilitation, Reintegration and Resources for disabled people in
developing countries. 
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The biggest
human rights injustice 

no one
is talking about.

The ‘invisible’ human rights issue
-  Across the developing world, disabled people suffer discrimination at all levels of society. 

- Disabled people represent the biggest definable disadvantaged group of people in the world.
And yet they are largely 'invisible'. Their human rights are frequently and systematically
ignored and abused. 

- Excluded from humanitarian relief, health care, HIV/AIDS programmes, democratic
processes, education, training and employment, most disabled people remain trapped iin tthe
cycle oof ppoverty.

- Disabled people are the poorest oof tthe ppoor; and yet they are not mentioned in the
Millennium Development Goals and are frequently forgotten in poverty reduction plans.
Unless they are included in mainstream development plans, poverty wwill nnever bbe bbeaten.

An estimated 98% of disabled children in developing countries receive no education.

Disabled adults of working age are 3 times more likely to be unemployed and live in
real poverty.

96-997% of disabled people in developing countries have no access to the
rehabilitation services they need to enable them to participate in society.

Disabled women are 2-33 times more likely to suffer sexual abuse than non-disabled
women and are therefore at a higher risk of HIV/AIDS; and yet they lack access to
HIV/AIDS information and services.



The first step to a solution is knowledge
Disabled people’s poverty and social exclusion is one of the biggest human rrights
injustices in the world today and a major barrier to ending poverty. This
discrimination affects at lleast 400 million people, and their families. And yet this
issue has not been brought to the world’s attention.

Increased awareness can be a powerful catalyst for change. Disabled people’s
rights need to be brought into the mainstream consciousness, in line with other
high profile issues, such as children's rights, women's rights, the environment,
poverty, racial equality and HIV/AIDS. 

The United Nations has concluded a new convention to protect the rights of
disabled people. There is a great deal of work going on to bring an end to poverty.
But until this issue reaches the mainstream consciousness, disabled people in the
developing world will remain ‘invisible’ and will continue to be abused, excluded
and forgotten.

400 million R will take a new approach in order to tackle the root cause of the
problem: discrimination.
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What will 400 million R do?
- 400 mmillion RR will produce inspiring, innovative, thought-provoking creative communications
projects to challenge discrimination against disabled people in developing countries. 400
million RR will bring this ‘invisible’ issue into the mainstream consciousness, to stimulate
debate and inspire action.

- 400 mmillion RR will work in partnership with disabled people and their representative
organizations in the developing and developed world.

- 400 mmillion RR will contribute towards the achievement of the Millennium DDevelopment GGoals,
by promoting the inclusion of disabled people in poverty reduction strategies.  

- 400 mmillion RR will proactively support the ratification and implementation of the new United
Nations CConvention to protect disabled people's rights. 

What 400 million R doesn’t do...
- We are not trying to prioritise disability above other development issues; but to help make
sure it is given equal importance with issues such as gender equality and HIV/AIDS.

- 400 mmillion RR doesn't pity or patronise disabled people.

- 400 mmillion RR is about 'equality', not 'charity'.



400 million R’s goal is to challenge discrimination against
disabled people in the developing world. We are working for:

Recognition oof RRights
...bringing the issue of disabled people’s rights into the mainstream consciousness.
...showing that ‘disabled’ people are just people, who are entitled to an equal chance in life. 
...making the invisible visible. Giving the voiceless a voice.
...promoting the ratification and implementation of the UN convention on disabled people’s rights.

Increased RRespect
...challenging negative attitudes towards ‘disability'.
...recognising the contribution that disabled people can make to society. 

Improved aaccess tto RRehabilitation sservices
…enabling disabled people to play an equal part in society. 

Reintegration 
…encouraging the inclusion of disabled people who are currently excluded from society.

Increased RResources
...raising awareness of disability issues so they rank alongside poverty, gender, children and
HIV/AIDS as priorities for mainstream development. 
...increasing understanding, worldwide, of the links between poverty, ddisability and the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. 
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400 million R’s target audience
- Everyone who can play a part in breaking down discrimination: the media, governments,
resource holders, social entrepreneurs, civil society, employers, health care providers,
educators and the general public - particularly school children.

- 400 mmillion RR will show disabled people in the developing world that they do count, they do
have a voice, and the world does care about their inclusion.

The launch
- The concept of 400 mmillion RR was presented at the United Nations on February 1st 2006,
during the debate on the UN convention to protect the rights of disabled people. 

- We are now working towards a launch in 2007/08.



UK 
Founder Partner: The Cambodia Trust

UK Reg. charity no. 1032476

email  office@cambodiatrust.org.uk  

web www.cambodiatrust.org.uk

mail C4 Station Yard 
Thame,  OX9 3UH, UK

telephone + 44 1844 214 844

Netherlands 
Stichting 400 million R
KvK Amsterdam no. 34257189

campaign@400millionR.org  

www.400millionR.org

Ceintuurbaan 203-3, 1074 CV
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

+ 31 20 670 9624

“...disabled people are more
likely than other people to live
in grinding poverty. Unless
disabled people are brought
into the development
mainstream, it will be
impossible to cut poverty in half
by 2015 or to give every girl and
boy the chance to achieve a
primary education...goals
agreed to by more than 180
world leaders at the United
Nations Millennium Summit in
September 2000.” 

James D. Wolfensohn, former
President of the the World Bank

“Disability is a human rights
issue. I repeat: disability is a
human rrights issue. So long as
disabled people are denied the
opportunity to participate in
society, no one can claim that
the objectives of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
have been achieved.”

Bengt Lindquist, former UN
Special Rapporteur on Disability


